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Analysis of the Current Situation of Medical Researchers’
Knowledge and Attitude towards Laboratory

Animal Ethics in China
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Abstract: Based on the data of a national sampling survey, this study described the differences in
knowledge and attitude of Chinese medical researchers on laboratory animal ethics, and analyzed the
factors influencing researchers’ knowledge and attitudes on laboratory animal ethics. 53.9% of the
researchers have mastered the “3R principle” accurately, while those with master’s degree, 46-55 years
old, senior professional title and medical institutions characteristics have relatively poor mastery of the
“3R principle” . 75.8% of the researchers disagreed with the view that scientific research is prior to the
protection of animal welfare. The older the researcher is, the more he agrees with the view that scientific
research is of priority. Researchers from research institutes and universities agree more with the view of
giving priority to scientific research. 85.2% of the researchers think it is necessary to provide ethical
approval documents when applying for medical research involving laboratory animals. Relatively
speaking, researchers with the characteristics of master’s degree, doctoral degree and researchers from
eastern region, research institutes, universities are more inclined to think that it is unnecessary to
provide ethical approval documents. Based on these findings, the study puts forward countermeasures
and suggestions to improve the awareness and practice of animal ethics of researchers.

Keywords: laboratory animal ethics, the 3R principles, animal welfare, medical researchers
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